
Episode 1:  Summer Camps and Catwoman 
Chai? Coffee? Hot Chocolate?  Cozy up with your favorite beverage as we 

connect over Chai Conversations.  Let’s get started! 
Hello everyone!  This is Naseem and I’m excited to kick things off with the first 

episode.  Today, I reflect on two moments that planted the seeds of representation in 
me. 

The first moment was when I moved from Queens to the suburbs.  I was excited 
about my new home.  Mixed in with that was nervousness especially about starting at a 
new school.  The school year already started, highlighting the fact that I was the new 
girl.  What I didn't expect was that the color of my skin, my food, culture, religion made 
my new girl status secondary.  I was an outsider.  Coming from Queens I was struck by 
how few kids and adults looked like me.  I felt that I did not belong and couldn’t express 
this.  No one could understand me because no one looked like me.  I carried these 
feelings with me and as an adult decided I had to become a representation of other so 
kids like me did not experience what I did.  I wanted them to know that someone that 
looked like them was there.  My desire to be this representation fueled me to pursue a 
career in education. 

The second moment had to do with summer camps, a no-go for a desi girl like 
me.  I spent most summers at home, participating in the library reading program and did 
some activities with my mom and younger brother at the local park.  There was also 
time to watch tv.  At the time, many older shows were re-airing, and one of them was 
the 1966 Batman series. 

When you think of Catwoman, what image do you conjure up?  For most, Eartha 
Kitt may not be the first or even second.  She was so important to me and I didn't fully 
realize why at the time.  She played an iconic supervillain who was seen and heard and 
it wasn’t the norm.  When she came on screen, it was one of the first times I can 
remember seeing a person of color in such a significant role.  Her presence and 
performance gave me hope for more voices and representations to come. 

Though we’ve come a long way since then, there’s still more work to do.  Are 
there any moments of representation that have stuck with you?  Share them as we 
continue the conversion in the Summer Camps and Catwoman discussion forum.  

Alright, stay cozy and join our next Chai Conversation soon.  Virtual hugs until 
then! 


